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HONOR    TO    SCULPTOR     O'CONNOR 

America's  ranking  in  Art  matters  has  been 
considerably  enhanced  by  the  acceptance  by  the 
Tate  Gallery  in  London  of  Andrew  O'Connor's 
fine  sculpture,  "Mother  of  Sorrows." 

This  is  a  high  honor  indeed  for  the  Amer- 
ican artist  whose  work  has  won  lor  him  such 
general  appreciation  in  his  native  land.  The 
Tate  Gallery  is  one  of  the  most  famous  insti- 
tutions of  its  kind  and  hitherto  no  American 
sculptural  work  has  been  accepted  for  perma- 
nent   exhibition    there. 

It  should  bo  remarked  in  this  connection, 
however,  that  this  is  not  the  first  foreign  rec- 
ognition Mr.  O'Connor  has  received.  He  was 
the  first  American  sculptor  to  achieve  a  medal  at 
the  Paris  Salon,  in  1806.  He  also  won  the  first 
prize  there  in  1928,  and  that  recognition  brought 
him  the  honor  of  chevalier  of  the  French  Legion 
of  Honor.  Two  of  his  works  are  on  display  at  the 
Luxembourg  Museum  in  Paris,  and  one  of  his 
statues  of  Lincoln  is  on  display  on  the  Royal 
Exchange  in  London. 

In  all  he  is  credited  with  a  dozen  or  more 
marble  statues  of  notables  in  history,  most  of 
which  are  in  the  United  States.  We  of  Spring- 
field have  only  to  turn  our  eyes  to  the  Lincoln 
statue  opposite  the  east  entrance  of  the  state 
capitol  to  understand  the  eloquent  genius  of 
this  American  sculptor.  True,  The  State  Register 
has  objected  to  the  location  of  this  statue,  which 
should  occupy  a  setting  of  greater  dignity  in  the 
capital  grounds  and  with  less  incongruity  as  xt-_ 
lates  to  adjacent  filling  stations,  but  the  statue 
Itself  challenges  the  utmost  admiration.  The 
criticism  of  those  who  question  the  poise  of  the 
statue  is  swept  away  by  an  intelligent  under- 
standing of  the  fact  that  Lincoln  is  here  shown 
as  leaning  forward  from  the  rear  platform  of 
the  railway  station  at  Tenth  and  Monroe  streets 
delivering  hi*  touching  farewell  address  to 
Springfield. 

Other  Lincolns  of  O'Connor's  craftmanship 
are  to  be  seen  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  and,  as  be- 
fore stated,  in  London.  His  statues  of  General 
Lew  Wallace  at  Washington,  General  Lawton  at 
Indianapolis,  Governor  Johnson  at  St.  Paul, 
Lafayette  at  Baltimore  and  General  Liscum  at 
Arlington  are  all  splendid  examples  of  his  work. 
It  is  of  Interest  to  note  that  Andrew  O'Connor 
gained  his  first  experience  as  an  assistant  to 
his  father,  a  stone  cutter  in  Rhode  Island,  who 
was  much  in  demand  as  designer  for  cemetery 
monuments,  and  it  is  said  that  his  first  assign- 
ment was  the  chopping  of  "cherubs"  on  tomb- 
stones. Several  well-known  sculptors  of  this 
country  became  interested  In  him  and  in  addi- 
tion to  giving  him  instruction  aided  him  in  secur- 
ing his  first  commissions.  He  has  studied  abroad 
but  has  never  had  membership  in  the  National 
Academy  oj  Design  or  other  artistic  groups— 
therefore  he  may  be  said  to  be  an  "Independent"  ! 
in  his  work,  although  unquestionably  entitled  to 
a  substantial  ranking"  In  the  matter  of  merit 
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6.     ABRAHAM    LINCOLN  —  Bronze    by    ANDREW    O  CONNOR  —  height    22". 

S1200.00. 

TA/i  portrait   bust  from  the  collection  of  Gertrude  Vauderbilt   Whitney   was  exhibited 

in  New  York  in  1916.    It  forms  part  of  the  heroic  statue  of  Mr.  Lincoln  which  stands 

today  before  the  state  capitot  of  Illinois  in  Springfield. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/statuesofabraholinc 
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